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Grantee: Civil Society Institute NGO, Erevan, Armenia 

 

Project: Awaiting Freedom, a project to raise awareness among young people deprived of their liberty of 

their rights and responsibilities; to prepare them for life in liberty; and to facilitate the reintegration of 

young offenders into society after their release. 

 

To achieve these aims we ran training courses, published a brochure and provided legal advice on a daily 

basis. 

   

A series of training courses were held in the Republican Special Educational Complex № 1. They were 

dedicated to overcoming conflicts, peace building, raising legal awareness and the development of 

communication skills.  

 

"Through interactive discussions on peace and conflict we tried to find out the main reasons for conflict 

and violence among the juveniles and how conflict can be avoided. The children who took part in the 

training courses acquired skills that enabled them to overcome conflict", says trainer Monika 

Hovhannisyan, coordinator in the peace-building department of the Civil Society Institute. 

 

The brochure Awaiting Freedom will provide support for young offenders and help facilitate their 

reintegration into society after their release.  The brochure covers the key legislative regulatory framework 

and provides practical information about employment agencies, services provided by state authorities, 

educational institutions, vocational training etc.  

 

“It will help young people to be prepared to live independently at liberty and to integrate rapidly and adapt 

to society”, believes Arman Danielyan, head of the Civil Society Institute NGO. 

 

The brochure covers issues related to the rights and responsibilities of prisoners, the system of early 

conditional release, amnesty and pardon, issues related to social-psychological rehabilitation, as well as 

topics of interest to a newly released person: where and how to get a passport, where to apply to find a job 

etc. Particular attention is paid to the special provisions regulating issues related to juvenile prisoners.  

 

CSI also provides free legal advice by hotline. The hotline provides a consultancy service about legal 

issues in cases of contact with law enforcement bodies, the rights and responsibilities of people who are in 

contact or in conflict with the law, the general pretrial procedure stipulated by the Criminal Procedure 

Code etc.  

“There were calls from people who wanted us to cite for them certain articles of the law, or wanted 

clarification of the law. Calls were received from people looking for an attorney, on army service 

problems, civil procedure issues, traffic related issues and other topics”, explains Isahak Khachatryan, 

hotline coordinator.  

Hotline consultancy was provided on police and criminal procedures, as well as in civil cases (family law, 

property issues, state benefits). Certain cases were passed on to public monitoring groups.  

 

CSI is continuing to work with the special school on monitoring of violations of juvenile rights and torture 

prevention. Moreover in June of 2012 a training course on mediation and conflict escalation will be 

conducted for the professional staff of the school. Juvenile justice is one of the specific subjects and a 



strategically important issue. CSI has implemented numerous projects on Juvenile Justice, such as 

monitoring, research, legislative analysis and activities related to juveniles.  
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